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An N EPISTLE 
to a FRIEND. concerning * 2 


Natural RELIGION... 
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N 8 Retipion a Friend!9/is 107 a. 1 
od arcateft Impottanee to all Men.. 
FW kind, and as there are 4 great bt. 
riety of Religions in the Word. 
every one of them pretending to be r Taue 1 
Religion; nothing feemed to me ſo well „ oa 
worth my ſerious Study as to inquire inte the 
Grounds of them; in order to {ee which, ij 
any, of them was well founded. And as this 
kiquiry hath coſt me very much Paing” F have == 
in this Carechifm hid down, in the ſhorteſt _ 
and cleareſt Manner Feonld, the Refult of my 9 
Chiluren, in 
cafe my tender Coniſtitution do not HE) me * 
the Pleaſure of talking over theſe Things ro 
them, When they m become 'of ae for "ml 
ſych Laliructton. eee 3 
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* An Erie rIE 4 6 Friend; On 

i Somethhg more full in this Way I tenngn 
ed; if want of Health arid of Tims from ine 
immediate Affairs of Life, had not hindered 
mie. But I am truely glad that I have ſuch a 

Fx as You, who hath always prevented 

nie with good Offices, in whom I can perſec- 

ly confide for that virtuous and free Educa- 
_—_ which, perhaps, I may not have the Op. 
"8 Laps my ſelf to IX my Young Ones . 

EP nh in. 

4» I ave” in this Catechiſm, purpoſely ana 
AB ſaying any thing directly againſt any particu- 
lar Religion for theſe Reaſons. Becauſe that 
+», would have given Offence ta thoſe, into whoſe 

Hands it might fall, of another Way of think- 
ing; and might have, probably, brought m 
ſelf to unneceſſary Trouble. You know, my 
Friend, that the bare Suſpicion of my not 
believing. the Opinions in: Faſbian in our 
Country, hath already occaſioned me ſuffi- 
cient Trouble. And indeed it is the very Na- 
ture and Genius of every particular Religion, 
hy laying the main Streſs of Salvation on mere 
Belief of their Peculiarities, to wean their 
Profeſſors Affections from al who are not of 
the ſame Houſhold of Faith with themſelvesz 
to cauſe them to reject Hereticks ; and to mar 
them, with Infamy or other Puniſhments, 
Which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary 
5 to the Doctrine which they have learned. 

58 While on the contrary Natural Religion whol- 
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l Natural Religion. = 


[ God and Mankind, and a ſuitable Behavioi 


towards them, without regard cither 6 Pede 5 


Belief ot Unbelief of any Doctrines or Opi- 


nions ; which being neceſſarily in proportion 


to their Perceptions of the degrees of Evidence 


for the Truth of the Opinions, are neither 


| | Virtues nor Crimes. And therefore a due Re- 


gard for the Honour of God and the Good of 


FS". < 
ip ) . 
1 » * 
8 A 
a, x* 


Mankind, would make every thinking and 


impartial Man wiſh that natural Religion a- 


lone was embraced by all Men. Then would 


"2 the great Htrife about the Truth of particular” | 
Revelations, (which moſt Nations in all Ages 
pretend to) and the greater Contentions about 


the Meaning of them ceaſe ; and that perfect, 
Peace and Unity, which are the genuine Ef. 
fects of Truth, and which we hope will at laſt 


E 


prevail, cover the whole Earth. But this is 


rather to be wiſhed for, than expected ſoon. 


For, Truth, which hath the Weakneſſes, and 
what is worſe, the Prejudices of Mankind, in- 
ſtilled into them by a formidable Body of in- 


texeſted Men, to ſupport the Peculiarities of 
the particular eſtabliſhed, or political Religions 
in moſt Countries, to qvercome, muſt work 
its Way, (the only Way left it in many Na- 


tions) privately, and by law Degrees. 3 
Thus the Caſe ſtands, not for Men's want 
of Knowleage of the Religion of Nature, but 
becauſe it is ſo intermixed with idle Reſ- 
veries and myſterious Notions, ſtrongly incul- 


2 upon the People by their authorized 
* = —_— 2 


E >» 
BY £4 nx: t a : Friend, 
— nides, that few have Time, Opportunity, 


__— _ Abiliry, or rather Reſolution enough to ſeatth 
F * 0 theſe dark Opinions, cſtabliſhed more: 'by | 
=_ Power than Reaſon and Truth. 
_E = "*NoSociery can ſubſiſt, you know my Frichs; 
3 without the Practice of Natural Religion or 
Morality; and therefore every particular Re. 
Heion muſt have the Preceprs of it intermixed 
With its own Peculiarities. Hence the abſo- 3 
Tate Neceſſity of Natural Religioſi muſt be als 
= - | lowed, But the Clergy, whoſe Wealth and 
Tower in every Country depends on havin 15 
ſiome additional Opinions believed, will a 
Ways have ſomething, right or wrong, to fay 
In fayour of them. Hence, Natural Role 
ion hath been ſaid nor to be. underſtoi 
42 their Syſtems appeared! and thotig 
er it hath been known, yet it is in fufficient 
« bring Men to Happineſs without ſome addi | 
c tional Diſcoveries not in the Power of Man- 
&« kind by the mere Light of their Reaſon to 
ce attain.” Now, though Ideem it not prudent 
to argue directly again any particular popular 
Relgion; yet I thought it needful to main- 
tain 1 Certainty and Sufficiency of what! is 
common, in ſome degree, to them all, Mo- 
0 ralty 1 mean, or the Religion of Nature ; 
' which makes all particular Religions more. 25 - 
less perfect as they pattake of ir. And” 
_ "Though it might be demonſtrated from the 
Nature and Reaſon of the Thing, That Religi- 


on, Which is of 5 er Condcrament to All, 
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ana admit of che Ecateſt at ron * 
dence level to che Capacitics of All; wy A 


From the Petfectidns of God Its 8 Runes whe. - 15 


cohimon Governgur of Mahk rh fat wh 
there is 907 Law there can be n pede 
no Obedience ot Trang (gre on; yet I'thot 


rather to appeal, A alncai ners of par- | 
tleufar es” to e And it 


Which 'remaig 
hat Morality ot 


derftood above 


mot evident from the 


cd us, of 80 Diſcip Kaen 
Joo, conte Years ago at Yea 

1 and th Kale de rettet of itas clear 

10% Bon 

Dane, r. (A 80 
Yau'tt find in 910 Introductory Diſcolirte 
do the Life of MH. Amun] as they cah be by 
any at this Fine, fiotwithitanding all the Helps 
Tie de f'tbore Modem S. 
even by the Fayourers. * of tre | ern 
ems e 
the Phloſt only, but the great and bufy 


Part of him, 1 5 4 u tt at the Virtus 


whith adorn "Human Lifz nd render Sotitrys 


and ha 1-0 there were 10 
EE: de 2.25 ich eee to 


t, Tha 


Bath not giverl. 5 the Aritithes taugh 
n ri as in ' officer 


n Religion or Morality 


excdled ws) 2 1 follow Natwre. For 
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* ne 0 Enquiry imo inpitke Sfowls of whe 
tent, which 1 ſend * wich this Letter and Carcchila, — 2 
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48 it is at this 


„  Plar, Ceber, Cicero, * 
Summary of whith . 


nd What is more, it is content 


Sciences and Works of Genius wherein they 
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1 yogi 4 pt vunded is Mes P 


tural Religion, that in Human Nature itſelf arc 


_ implanted the immediate Mozzves to all Vir- _ 


duns and Relig 70uS Ations, as. well as the 


Obligations co them, For Exam le, thus, 


Lou or Reverenge for an over-Yuling, inviſ/h 


Power, with a Deſire of his Protettian and 


| Approbation, and a Fear of his Diſplea ure, are 


common and ſtrong Affections in * Mankind 


in all Ages and in all Places ; however different 


their out ward Manner of expreſſing them 


(which is no efſeatial Thing lach . So 


alſo have the Loye of our Species: of Kind, 


With a Deſire of their Love or Ellen. and : 


Averſion, at their Miſety, and having their I. 
Will, been ſo univerſal Affections as to 5 0 up 
what we call by the Ka of Humanity, that 


is, the Characteriſtick of Human Nature. 


no leſs common is the Deſire of Life, and A 


verſion to the Loſs of it. Beſides, and above 


all theſe Natural Affections or Defees exciting 
us to, and reſting in their proper Objects or Ends, 
Viz. in God, our Neighbour and ourſclves, 
and in the exerciſe of which there is great Plea- 
dure, We have a Determination in our Nature 
to perceive and approye or diſapprove of Right 

or. Wrong, i. e. kind or unkind, Affettions 
both | in Ie, and others, ang 4 Applic | 


* 30] 12 2110 A 1 


sere e eee eee 

» that the ambitious and deſig % Ne of Men have by - 
apgiring to them got the Direction of the Souls, Bodies, and 

| pers of ehitlr Fallen; aud fuljetod den 1 tho gle 


"WT. . 
* 33 


dauern Natural Religion! 9 
"cations to their Objects. This is that Se 
"proving or Condemning Principle which Man- 
_ kind, tho” they may a little ſtifle, can never 
diveſt themſelves of. So that it hath obtained 

the Name of Common Senſe, rn or 


_ Conſcience. And as our greateſt Pleaſure or 
Pain ariſes, by the Appointment of the Author 
ok our Nature, from this Perception and Judg= 
ment of our own right or wrong Affections 
and their Applications, this lays the ſtrongeſt ._ 


the DiFates of, this governing Principle of 
all our Affections and Actions, our Conſcience. 
I cannot avoid obſerving with regret how 
contrary ſome Modern Teachers go to that ex- 
cellent Rule of the Antients 2% follow Nature; 
for they teach That Human Nature is altoge- 
ther corrupted, and therefore not to be follows 
ea, but croſſed, Thus Men have been taught to 
look upon one another as naturally Villainous, 
and that they can be regenerated only by a 
ſound Fazth in certain Opinions which lay a 
foundation for Wealth and Power to their 
Teachers, Hence that Truſt and Charity na- 
tural in Mankind for one another hath been al- 
molt rooted out for the ſake of an intereſted 
Part.” And how have the cheated Laity been 
wickedly egged on to deſtroy one another, in 
* ſupport of the ambitious and miſchievous De- 
ſigns of their Clergy, to bind their Chains faſ- 
#57 upon them oe 
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an EerstL1% 0 4 Friend, 
* the Antients not only taught to follow | 


Nature, but alſo gave all Encouragements to the 
following her ind and beneficens Movements. 


For Men were not then as now rewarded, or 
puniſhed on account of mere Belief, or Opini- 
en. Thoſe Men who zmitated God, by ſhew- 
ing the ſtrongeſt Inclimations to promote the 
Good of Mankind, were ranked among the 1m- 
mortals, and all publick Honours or Marks of 
Eſteem were paid them both before and after 
their Deaths, and e contra. Which was a follow- _ 
ing Nature too in rewarding and puniſhing. 


| Good Offices done to the Publick met, what 


they merited, Publick Returns of Gratitude. 
And this could not fail to produce more He- 
roirk Afts of Virtue (tho it is abſurd to ex- 
pect a perfect Practice from imperfect Creatures, 
let their Rules be ever ſo plain and obligatory, 
Morals of the Ancients, p. 4) among the An- 
tient Greeks and Romans, than are to be ſeen 


in later Ages. The Heroiſm which meets great 
Rewards in Modern Times confiſts in a ſtout 


Belief of, orrather a great Zeal for the faſbio- 


nabͤle or eſtabliſhed Religious Opinions; how- 


ever myſterious and incomprehenſible they may 
be, or even abſurd and contradictory, and al- 
ways varying. x 

And iudeed ſo inen and mndeterminable | 
are theſe ſublime Opinions, which are in later 
Times ſuper-added (with ſome poſitive Rites 
and Ceremonies which ſerve as Marks of the 


Parties who eſpouſe them) to the eternal, 


invariable 


concerning Natural Religion. FE 7 
in variable Religion of Nature, that not ue 
of theſe Gentlemen, who for latereſt's fake de- 
fend them, can agree . with another which of 

them are eſſent ial to be believed, or which not: 
Nay, every one of them are given up, by Turns, 
byſome of their Advocates, as not eſſential to 
their Sytem, While they are, by, Turns, as 
firenuouſly maintained by others, How ſuch 
Diſcoveries, then, can promote Human Hap- 
pineſs I know not ; but on the contrary we 
ſee that they furniſh continual Fund of Debate. 
and Contention; and thus deſtroy that mutual 7 
Love, Forbearance, and Peace, which it is the | 
chief End of Religion to promote among Man- 
kind. The moſt uncivilized Nations now on. / 
Earth, as the Hottentors and Native Ameri- 
cans, with their natural Impreſſions of Virtus, 
and of a Supreme. Being who will reward and 
puniſh them according to their Yorks (without 
any formal Teaching) far out- do us Europeans 
in this Reſpect. For as it could never enter in- 
to their Heads, unleſs it ſhould be put into them 
by intereſted Teachers, that God will ever re- 
ward or puniſh them for mere Belief or Opini- 
on, they live at perfect Peace with every body, 
their Countrymen, or Strangers, ſo as never 
to make Religion a ground of Quarrel x. But 
V eee have not thought it enough to 
B 77 dae 


* e Strength ** Weakneſs of Human Reaſon, Edition 
2d. p. 148. &c, Which I cite as an unſuſpected Authority; being 
one of thoſe who place Religion i in er and en _ | 
ledge more than in Practice WK | 


. 4 
«LT 4 


= Errs "LE 70 a Friend, 


.” and Abit among ourſelves about N 


Ceremonies and Opinions, but have even, to 
get the Direction of their Religion, Conſcien- 
ces and Properties, carried this Hirit to foreign 


Countrys. Nay, have outright deſtroyed Mil- 


lions of the innocent Inhabitants of Nations, 
formerly unknown tous, on pretence of their 
not believing as we do. And our Clergy, who 
would thus have the Direction of every body's 
Faith, ſwear and ſubſcribe tothe Belief of Opi- 


nions, for the ſake of Preferment, and do fre- 


quently afterwards, when compelled by the 
Force of Truth, contradict them, or explain 
them quite away; as is evident upon comparing 
the Articles which they ſubſcribe with the 


Books they write: And what is moſt aſtoniſn- 


ingly infincere, ſubſcribe again rather than loſe 


# Preferment. Which is of moſt fatal Example 


to ſet at naught all common Honeſty. And 
again, in order to exalt their own factitious po- 


litical Schemes of Belief, they weaken the. 


Force of the Religion of Nature itſelf, which 
is the Foundation of all other Religions; by 
aſſerting T hat its Rules or Precepts are not 
Certain and Obligatory ; and thus throw 'Men 
looſe from all Obligations of Religion who be- 
leve not in theirs. And while they act this 
deſtructiue Part they judge of other People's 
Honeſty by their own. (Morals of the Anti- 


ents, p. 4. and other places, compared with page 


360.) Such generally are the Men who be- 
ow ſo high unt upon themſelves, p. 


358. 
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concerning Natural Religion. 12 
358. and laugh at the Morals of Freethinkers, 
p. 360, who lay all the ſtreſs of their eternal 
Welfare on MoxaLs only; and account them „ 
(with equal Charity and Politeneſs) as raving. 

Madmen and known Lyars; for no other Rea- 

ſon that 1 can find, but becauſe Free-thinkers 

do commonly expoſe the /icentious Writings 

of the Clergy, who place the great ſtreſs of 

People's Salvation in a ſtrong Belief of thoſe 

Opinions upon which are eſtabliſhed their 

Claims to Wealth, Power and Reverence. I 

ſay ſuch generally are the Men; for I except ſome 

worthy, learned and truely Religious Clergy- 

mon, who openly declare for Morals, againſt 

idle Speculative Opinions and uſeleſs Ceremo- 

nies, and for Liberty, againſt Impoſition. But 

ſuch honeſf Men ſeldom meet with Preferment 

in the Church; nay, the Civil Magiſtrate hath 

enough to do to protect them from the Fury 

and Perſecution of their Brethren. Thus 

while our Clergy exclaim againſt the deteſtable 

Principles of Popery, they inconſiſtently retain. 

the wickedeſt Parts of it, viz. its perſecuting 

Spirit, and Claims to Daminion over the Con- 
r 
Upon the whole, you ſee, my Friend, that 

Natural Religion is Univerſal, and Sufficient 

to bring Mankind (if they were not led aſide 

by. falſe Opinions) to Happineſs, which is the 

End that God deſigned it for, and which they 

all neceſſarily deſire; and fo greatly and juſify 

to be preferred to all particular * $ 
| Which 
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EF which occaſion infinite Diſputes and Strife 


| E among Men. But with reſpect to Chriſti. 
== gnity I muſt ſay, That though I doubt 
1 nothing that there was an, extraordinary 
Peerſon ſent unto the Fews about ſeven- 
teen Hundred Years ago, to reſtore to them, 
1 both by Precept and Example, the Religion 
1 of Nature, which they had neglected for Fa. 
wc̃riffces, Rites and Ceremonies ; yet it does not 
at all appear that hat Divine Perſon ever in- 
bl tended, or rommanded any of thoſe Things to 
e written concerning Him which we have; 
far leſs that any Man's Salvation ſhould in 
the leaſt depend upon believing on ſuch Tra- 
dit ions, ſuppoſe they could admit of Cer/ainty. 
And as the Chriſtian Religion is commonly 
placed now more in 4z/zeving his Hiſtory, 
than in practiſing his Morals; by which 
Chriſtians are rendered exceedingly corrupt, 
= and the more ſo by the -uncertain unintelli- 
is WE. gible Creeds and Directories pretended to be 
i= built upon theſe Traditions, I would deſire that 
Natural Religion purely ſhould be firſt taught 
my Children, which cannot fail to recom- 
mend itſelf to their Underſtandings, preferable. 
to all others, on account of its Plamneſs, Cer- 
bana ant Uſefabieſt., 
I fhall talk more fully to you on theſe,” 
Matters Which are the Subject of this 
Letter at Meeting. I am ſorry that our 
Diſtance gives us not more Wen of 
1 3 bite eo bow... CON» | 


9 
2 


concerning Natural Religion. 8 
Comverſing together; but that, nor any thing 4A 
elſe, can diminiſh towards you the ſincere J 
Friendſhip and Brotherly Affection of OR 
* The Aur kon- 
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dennen - {oNG the great Varieiy * 
Religions prevailing in the 
Morla, whith occaſion infis 
vite te Diſputes among the different Serko, what 
ic the TRUE RELIGION ? hy 
Answer: That which is common to all 
Religions is the only true Religion, vis. the 
Moka try of them. | 
QUESTION. What av Jou underfand by 
Morality 9 9 
| r Morality is 2 Conformity. to 
thoſe unalterable Obligations, which teſult 
from the Nature of our own Exiſtence, and 
the neceſſary Relations of Life; whethet to 
Cob as our Creator and Goyernour, ot to 
| 5125 ri as our Fellow Creature or Neigh- 
Ur. | | | obs. } 


2 rsrion⸗ 


Way te trae Happ. 


9 te, : 


'4 * 


Qursriox. How comes it that e 5 
common to all Regions? 
| ik ANSWER. Morality. being foun 0 
8 ee eee OY 
is uni veßſal as Nature and its Author, and _ 
Woes always netellaciy obtain,” however . 


lens ; different Edu- 


8 


by the Prejudices of 
cations. 
QUESTION, - Inbet i is it that lays rhe Obli- 
coin upon ws 10 A aecordi 0 Nature, or 
. the Rules of Morality, which ariſe from it? 
_ ANSWER. The Author of Nature, Gop 
himſelf, Rar made! our\Afting according to 
Nature, or the Rules f »Morality, the only 
in, which we all ne- 
ceflatily Deſire ; lo that no Man, ot Society 
of Men, can be Happy, but in Proportion 
as chey obey the Rules of Morality; wha 
Dictates of unprejudiced Nature. 1 % 
3 UESTION. How aoth ir appear phat aue 
Ars The Lites why Order; Alt. 
| Kation, and à Gon, naturally ſpring up in 
the Mind of Man, as his Underſta 
opens; and all- Gop's Works ptociaim dis 
Being ; theit Paſſiveneſs and Dependenot in- 
fer his Seh Eviſtence and Independence theit 
Beauty, Order and Happinels prove 2 
neſs, Wiſdom and Power. 100 
.1+ QUESTION. What is GOD? + 4 vs > 
5 r ANSWER. - - 


. 


3 
in our Wh 


CT. — * * Ay - * er. ' 
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A n 1 
"Advis. Gop B an abſdlutely perfect Bes 
wig who made and governs the Univerſe. 
"*QuzsrioN. Are there more Gods than one 4. - 
erk. Ont God is. neceflary, and one 
* fufticienr ; which Sufficiency' of One deſttoy 0 k 
the Necefficy of More. * FRG: 

Gurs Trio. Nhat are the Duties W N 
e from the Nature of our own Exiftence, 
and the Relation we ſtand in to God? 
"Ax8wts. To Gop out Creator and Pre- 
ſerver, our higheſt Love and Gratitude is due, 
with intire Submifſion to his Will in the 
- Courſe of Providence and "abſolute Truſt 
therein; as we know that, a perfectly good, 
wiſe and powerful Being {who can have ns 
vppoſite Intereſt to the Happineſs 0 mCi . ' 
7 5 orders all Things for the Good of the 
Whole; however, fome Things may have 4“ 
mother Appeatabte to us, who ſee but a very 
. ſmall Parr of the perfett univerſal 8 7797 ; 
for partial Views muſt occaſion imperfe& Ap- 
4 of that Which is altogether perfekt. 
- QuesrT10N, How is GOD ta be wort ſhipped ? 
"ANSWEs. God is to be worſhipped in irie 
aud in Truth, With internal, Sincerity, not 
| external Shew 3 ; For Gop ſes and knows the 
Heart, and pute Religion towards him is aſtos. 
gether : an internal perſonal Thing, as deſcribed 
| bog the laſt Queſtion. 3 7 
esTION. har are the Dutier which 
ne: ee frm rhe nn * | 
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22 | "I a hifa. 
aud the Relations we ſtand in to our Neighs 


"ORE 
ANSWER. We are to love: our "Nai: 


WE * as ourſelyes. Or, in other Words, we 
mould do to others, in all Caſes, as we Would 


have them to do to us, upon a Change of 
Circumſtances; which is the Meaſure of both 
natural Juſtice and Charity, the great Means 
of human Happineſs or publick Good, in all 
the various Relatipns of Life, whether Supe- 
riors, Inferiors, or Equals. 

QUESTION. Does the Love of GOD and 
our Neighbours FERRER, and make 4 all 
Merality e 

ANswER. It t and in it conſiſts out 
own greateſt Good or Happineſs; ; for, beſides 
the Pleaſure. we. have in the Exerciſe of Be- 
nevolcnce, Gratitude, and the like kind Af- 
fections, with the Sclf-Approbation ariſing 


upon our having acted according to them, 
the Love of Gop and our Neighbours en- 


creaſeth their mutual Love and Aſſiſtance to 
us: So ſhort, plain and agreeable is natural 
Religion, Which makes our Duty and Intereſt 


the rwe. 4 
Quxsriox. What is our Duty to any who 


feem not to love GOD and their Neighbours 2 


ANSWER. lt is natural for Mask to love 


 Gop and one another, if they have not con- 


ceived il Opinions of them; in ſuch a Caſe 


ve ought therefore to labour to undeceiye 


them, 


6 A Coich Yon. 23 
them, by ding them a true or fair Character | 
of God, and ſhewing ourſelves. worthy of 
their Love, by rendring them Good for Evil, 
in ſuch a Manner as will not encourage them 
to continue in their Prejudices. 
Qursriox. Why 15 Morabiey alſo callel 
natural Religion? | 
"Answer. Becauſe it reſults from the Na- 
ture of our own Exiſtence, as before ſaid, or 
is founded in our natural Conſtitution; for 
by it we are neceſſarily diſpoſed or inclined to 
love Gop and Mankind; and our Reaſon is 
mplanted in us, to direct us to the Means of 
promoting the Glory of Gop, and the Good 
of his Creatures, which are the ſame; while 
our Conſ7ience neceſſarily approves of this ul- 
timate End of all our Affections and Actions, 
the General Good, which involves the Happi- 
neſs of Individuals ; the Perfection or Happi- 
neſs of a ſingle Nature, ariſing in Proportion, 
as it contributes to that of the UNIVERSE. 
Qursriox. What is required of ns in Sub- 
ordination to the pltimares E nd of General 
Good ? 
ANswWER. A Regard to cyery one's Jeff, 
in the temperate Gratification of all his pri- 
vate Appetites and Deſires, in Conti (tence with 
one another. 5 
"QuesTION. V hat ae this moderate and 


| . ee of our A etitec and 
We necefſary? opt 


\ 


ESE ANSWER. 


. 4 G 5 
Axsw zn, Such Sobriety and Coulitency 
25 in the gratify ing of out Appetites and Deſires, 
: is neceſſary; becauſe. the intemperate and in- 
<onſiſtent  Gratification of any one of them, 
tends to the Deſtruction of the reſt, and ruins _ 
| he Health of both Body and Mind 3 and ſo 
rkrenders us unfit for advancing gur chief End, - 


Good or Happineſs is included 


the General Good, in Which our own greateſt WY 


_ QuesT1oN... How. is this te be prevented 5 25 


As R. By keeping our chief Good as muc 
8 25 poſſible at all Times in our View, by attend- 
ing cloſe to the Dictates of , Conſcience, and 
by a vigorous Uſe of our Reaſon and Judg= 
ment, in the Conduct of all our Deſires to 

their proper Ends, in Subordination to our 
chief End; by which Method we will ac- 
quire the Habit of acting with Prudence, 
Iemperance, juſtice and Fortitude in all 

Cales. And thus all our Deſires being under 
the Direction of Conſcience and Reaſon, no 
Diſappointments from Objects without our 
Power will give us any Uncaſineſs; for Hos 
neſty and Contentment, if we will them, arg 

way within Qyr own Power, | 

Quxsriox. What is Sin? 
_  AnswER. Sin is a Want of Contain 10 | 
thoſe unalterable Obligations, which. reſult 


from. the Nature of our own e 206 3 


the neceſſary Relations of Life. A 


: 


bed Whence ariſeth Sin? e 
ANSWER, 1 ; 


21 


- 
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Answrn ; Sin ariſeth from aha 9 | 
- Anperfettion of our finite Nature; a perfect 
Oreature being an ann, ande Contra 
* „ 8 1 | 
; /QUesT10N. What auth every Sim! Ane 7 
AnswWER. Every Sin is naturally, (i. e. by 
' - Gop's Appointment) attended With n 


e Miſery or Unhappineſs. 


' QUESTION; Ho is this to, be remedied 2 
ANSWER. By Amendment and e 
ment only; for to excite or determine us to 


amend and improve, the. Pains affixed to 


A 


: 


* 


958 Vice axe deſigned, ſuch as the tormenting 


Workings of Hatred, Anger, and the like 


unſocial Paſſions, wich the Self- condemna- 


tion atiſing upon our having acted according 
to them, and alſo the Puniſhments of Society 
which ate founded upon Self- defence. 
QursrioN. I Sin. always attended with | 
proportionabis Miſery, and Duty always Laces 
tended with praportionable Happineſs? - 
ANswER. Miſtry is naturally conſequent 
upon, and connected with Immorality,- and 
Happineſs, with Morality 3; and every Man 
feels it ſo, for the moſt Part, even in this 
Life, altho' ſome may ſtifle and diſguiſe their 
Feelings. But if in any Caſe, or at any 
Time, theſe Conſequences ſeem to be de- 
layed, or the Connection broken, as by Death, 
this ſhe wis, that this "State: hath a Connection 
. lich, and lengthens on Into another State,” 
8 N D where 
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i of Education ns. this muſt of- 


25 1 Catecbift. 
where the fame moral Diſcipline, by Rewaids 


—_— 


and Punifhments, for our Reformation, or Im- 


t in Virtne or Mozality, will take 
Place, to compleat the great and good Scheme, 


the ina Happineſs of all Creatures: For their 
perfect Creator and Preferver, who brought 


them into Being, for that End of” making 
them happy, wants neither good Intention, 
infinite Wiſdom, not Power to carry on and 
accompliſh it; and therefore will 6. t 
what he hath begun. Ie is meſt incemfiſtene 
with all our Notions of à perſect Being, to 


think, that Gon, who. docs nothing in vain, 
and who hath given us 2 Deſire of, and! C 


pacity for Happineſs, will annihilate us, when | 


theſcare fo far increaſed; as to ſſt us for 4 happy 


Le and State. Nay, ir would de a Contra- 


itſelf, to give us Deſire and Forctaſis of Hap- 


pal np. to diſappoint #5, and that after 
we arc fo: fat trained up in Knowledge, 


fore is but a Nurſery to the neut more free 


And glotious Field of Improvement, in which 
our Happineſs will keep . with our AT" 


ment in Virtue for eden. 
OQunsriox. Mae are wo to behave u 


who happen 2 . 


. ANSWER. A 


Neceſſity often happen; therefore do to them 
n N e 


Vir - 
tue, and a Capacity for it: This State there- 


— . 27 
as you would be done by, and give them no 
Unzaſme/# upon that Account; but offer your 
Advice or Inſtruction to them, If they pleaſe 
to heat you; and attend with Patience, 
and without Prejudice, to What they have to 
ſay for theit Religion; Which, if it ſhould. 
appeat to you, after a fair and thorough Exa- 
mination, to be a better ot more reaſonable 
Religion (that is, if it tends more to the 
Good of Mankind, which is the Te of all 


Religions) than your own, embrace it; for 


to change Opinion upon rational Conviction, 


is a Pekfectſion in a Finite Being. On the 


other hand, to take Religion upon any other 
Authority than that of Reaſon and Conſcience 


(which is the Voice of Gop within Man) is 


Popery in any Plate, and a baſe {layiſh Obe- 


dience to Man, and Rebellion againſt Goo 


the Lord of our Conſcience. But the worſt. 


Part of Popery is, to give your Neighbour 


_ 


any Trouble upon the Score of different Be- 


lief; as many who take the Name of Pro- 


teſtants do, moſt inconſiſtently with the natu- 


ral unalienable Right of Private Judgment in 


Religious Matters, practiſe even among them- 
ſelves, to the Deſtruction of Charity, mutual 
Forbearance and Peace. . 
e 1oN. How ſhall we behave to ophers, 
if 5 ey endeauour to Force their Religion upon 
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V irtue in adyetſe Circumſtances, which are 


» 3 as deat 
=. py." Hut 1 og tan 2 


8 4 duneiiſ. KR 
" Anvwas,” Force may make Hypocrites, 2 


but cannot alter Opinions. Vet for Peace's 


Sake, comply. with them in every indifferent 
Thing, which are for the moſt Part the Things 


- contended for by Bigots. But ſuffer patient- 


ly, when you cannot defend yourſelf, rather 
than do any Thing inconſiſtent with Go p' 


Glory or the Good of his Creatures, eſpecial- 
ly in countenancing the falſe impious Doctrine 


and cruel Practice of Perſecution. And en- 
courage yourſelf with this Conſideration, That 
Strength of Mind and Habits of Virtue, which 
fit Men both for This and a Future State, 
ate beſt acquired, moſt illuſtrated and ſureſt 
fortified by ſevere Exerciſe and Trial. And 
do not repine at Providence, which makes e- 
very Thing confpire to the Good of the Whole 
by Ways far above our Conception. But 
ſtrive to act your Part well in this State to the 
laſt, and remove, at the Call of Him who 
placed you here, with good Humour and 


Contentment, whether you be in a high or 
low Station, in Proſperity or Adverſity, it is 


all one with reſpect to the Next; for if you 


act the Part aſſign'd you here Vel, you will 


be ſure to have the Approbation of the RULER. 
of the UNIVERSE, with the Approbation of 
your own, and that of every other good Mind ; 

and rhe more fo, in Proportion to the Difficul- 
tics you have ſurmounted. The Triumph of 


. 
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the proper Scene for the Diſplay of true 
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Magnanimity and Reſignation to the Will of | 


Go b, is much more glorious than that in 
. Proſperity, wherein it is well if Men don't 
loſe their Senſe of Dependence upon the Deity, 
and that Social Affection to, and Sympathy 
with the Poor and Diſtreſs d, whence only 
can ariſe Inward Tranquillity and Conſcious 
Worth, which are infinitely more valuable and 
laſting than all outward Poſſeſſions. | 0 
Quxsriox. How hath it come to paſs, that 
Mankind, whoſe natural Diſpoſitions or In- 


clinations determine them to love GOD and 


one another, have, contrary to theſeè natural 
Propenſities and Impulſes of Humanity PERSE- 
CUTED one another upon Account of Religion 

#tfelf, the Deſign of which is to promote Peace 
on Earth and Good-will towards Men? © 
ANS WER. Perſecution (the leaſt Unealineſs 
given to our Neighbour upon Account of dif- 
ferent Belief is ſuch, and an acting from the 


Popiſb Principle of not keeping Faith with 


Hereticks) hath ariſen from a groſs Miſtake of 
moſt Chriſtians placing their Religion in the 
Belief of a Set of Traditional Opinions, about 
which, though they themſelves are cndleſly 
divided, yet they will pronounce all, who do 
not believe as they do, to be Gop's Enemies, 
and Objects of Hatred. Whereas True Reli- 
gion conſiſts not in mere Faith or Belief of a- 
ny Set of Opinions whatever, but in * 
Bi. | 5 


EAR 


LY Cherity; owing dem; a un Diſpoſiti- 
on or kind Temper, which Gov, who is 
Tove or Goodneſs itſelf, hath im preſſed as his 
on Image * our Minds; ſo 1 — he only 
who joves, knows Gob, imitates and obeys 
him in loving Mankind, and promotin theit 
to the utmoſt of his Power, and ch is. 
a. Godly or Religious Man, whether he be- 
lieves Traditions or not. Conſequently. all 
which tends not to the cheriſhing, and impro- 
ving this Benevolent or God-like Temper, 
Which is beſt judged of by our Actions, are 
falſe Principles, from whence ſpring all ſuch 
inhumane, irreligious, ungodly Practices, as 
Perſecution, with all its horrid terrible Effects, ; 
vrhich we can never be enough n 

ed, as it defaces G o Þ's Image in our Minds, 
and tends to eradicate it altogethet. | 
\A'-CONCLUSION. Let us therefore. 

| carefully endeavour to obey the Will of Go 
' imprinted upon our Minds and written uit h. 
in our Hearts, and not ſpend our Time in 
ſecking it any where elſe; for this is the only 
certain Way by which Gop communicates - 
his Pleaſure to all Mankind, if they attend to 
it, To cultivate; and improve this good Diſ- 
poſition or kind Temper of Mind, by the con- 


ſtant ſincere Practice of Virtue or Morality i is. | 


What can only make us happy 


in all Times 
and Places; nothing ſubſtituted in its Room 


can do it, d 2ONe. IE — 
an 


H.-Y y \ 


« i Otis : o 7. | 
Jo, nothing but it car be accepraþte to, c or ape . 
able by Go Db. Whoever therefore hath: ©" 
neglected to improve this good and God-like 
Temper, or deviated from the pleafant Paths 
of Virtue, either thro! Weakneſs of Reaſon 
and Strength of ſelfiſh Paffions, ar by being 
perverted by falfe Teaching and bad E xample, 
muſt return to the Paths of Virtue, and have 
his Will renewed, or his Temper mended, 
by attending elofe to rhe Dictates of his Con- 
ſclence and Reafon, or the Wilt of Gov. 
within him ; for by no other Method can 
true Peace of Mind, and everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs be attained. Virtue to. which Hap- 
pineſs is neceffartly N Mr and Vice. ta- 
which Miſery is neceffarily Tonneaed, Ir, 
Merit and Demerit, are altogether Zee 
Things, and ſo can neither be transferred ar 
imputed, oc yet any how exchanged. 45 
vou ſhall ever be obliged, for the Cake 
Peace, to comply with rhe external Rites, 
and Cuſtoms: of # Worftip prevailing in your 
Country, remember then, that fach qutward. 

- Penformanees cannot ſupply the Place of true 
Piety or religious Worſhip, which is inter- 
nal, or of the Mind. ; 2 perpetual Senſe of 
our Dependence en GoD,' and a conſtant. 
Deſire or Endeavour to fulfil his Will, in 
promoting the Happineſs of Mankind, by the 
Practice of Juſtice and Charity. And being 
3 in true Religion, ot * ſtript 


of 


* 
a” 


$, ers e thought it Wecellar 
| Fit, in of ler to firike the brag 
8 1 kten n of the Peo > thee 


Religion itſelf, £0 ſerve the Purpoſes orf 
rance and Slavery. But thoſe are the 
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